'IRAQ
in the latter even without such territorial connections, we
do not conceive that any doubt whatever can be enter-
tained; and we imagine that it will be accepted as a cardinal
axiom of British policy that no such development would be
acquiesced in by H.M. Government.1
To curb Russian rivalry, three possible policies were put for-
ward. Of these the most favoured was that of partitioning
Persia into spheres of influence along specific boundaries, as
was eventually done by the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907.
It was pointed out, however, at the time, that if the agreement
were made as suggested, it
would not for one moment retard, but might on the contrary
accelerate her (Russia) advance to the same objective through
Mesopotamia by way of Baghdad. This is an issue which we
should regard with scarcely inferior repugnance.2
Lord Gurzon's vigorous policy was capped by protection of
the Shaikh of Kuwait from Turkish attempts to reassert
authority. Twice in 1901 a British cruiser was sent to his aid.
The threats of Amir Ibn Rashid against Kuwait at Turkish
instigation were countered in the same year by the dispatch of
three British cruisers to the harbour and of British troops to
Jahara, eighteen miles inland. The attempt of the nephews of
Mubarak to unseat him was also checked by H.M.S. Lapwing.*
To renew Arab confidence, already somewhat shaken by
German propaganda, Lord Curzon, accompanied by eight
ships of war, paid the first viceregal visit in history to the Gulf,
in November and December, 1903. * Speaking to the assembled
chiefs at Sharja, November sist, he revealed his attitude to the
1 Accts. and Papers, 1908 (Cd. 3882), cxxv, 464.
a Ibid., p. 466.
3 Times History of the War (22 vols., 1914-22), Vol. in, ch. Hi. Also Fraxer,
op. cit., p. 10.
* Curzon's meeting at Kuwait with 'the late Mr. Reynolds, Mr. d'Arcy's oil
engineer, who was on his way to England, led to his (Mr, Reynolds) return to
examine the Maidan-i-Naptura area and the discovery of the Anglo-Persian
oilfields'. Dane, Sir Louis, The Times, April 6th, 1935,
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